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High dose rate brachytherapy
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Abstract:

High dose rate brachytherapy

Sangthawan D.

Division of Radiotherapy, Department of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine,
Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai, Songkla 90110, Thailand
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High dose rate (HDR) brachytherapy, used as an intergral part of cancer treatment, underwent rapid
growth with the development of remote afterloading devices and the introduction of high specific
activity sources. This treatment method provides many advantages such as elimination of radiation
exposure to staff, short treatment time, patient convenience, and accurate dosing. However, it
should be used with caution and proper expertise to avoid serious harm. Further study is required to
establish consensus opinion and standardization of treatment technique and a dose-fractionation
scheme.
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mﬁnmi/’iﬁmmLﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬂﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁmﬁau Lsoﬁumamswsoﬁm (high dose rate brachytherapy) Huds
nilolun1ssnm usisesinswanduatnesnas eduiadasiiafiliszun remote control Tun1sAIuAN
AsvituLariaus AN Suigodufidalaufaunaiadsyns laun yaa1nsludavsanislésu
JuasaanFod seavanmssnmdu fiheldsuanu avann AsNTEANE LY IRTIAUWIUEN atnelsh
auNsTArGedEdasardaanusyinseds uazauthuialun1sinen andnldnonadnoLAaaTuns
sudonsdnsinduiamdassluazinassruludrumaiianisinsnuay dose-fractionation scheme

aa'ld

UNUn

AN TIANZISIMESIRT N TIERA 2 98 Aa msanufeRannaiauan (teletherapy) ilun1ssniae
19 w3 brachytherapy soiflunsinen e viusAusiuniod (radioactive sources) atlnawsaatnalu
Aaunzisel-? assnmuuuifisnuiudoustl w.a. 2441 doiluili Curie uazamie duwuusisifian (Ra-
226)3 nadvaind w.d. 2503 tudu ufinsWmuinaautifiaasuswiausuy ASWERIUNIBNTINEN 3aviia
ANTVLNUNITIARY brachytherapy fudnfiunuinaidalunissnelsansslaaanizadiioiy A3
wuy high dose rate (HDR) brachytherapy faadufinsldatiouns vataunduiuniiesedinm s
WENLUNR &IAAUATUNS Ansdeta3ad HDR brachytherapy wazisulilunissnungilae dousifaudoriay
W.A. 2542 1fluduun

udinn15911uas Brachytherapy
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Brachytherapy wiisanua1dns159& (dose rate) wasus uagdgnissnun lédodl
1. Dose rate aadiws A9 uaay The International Commission on Radiation Units and

Measurement (ICRU) “aneaiaa 38 wiiv dose rate iflu 3 ngu? .

1.1 Low Dose Rate (LDR) dose rate atiluaiv 0.4-2.0 Gy (Gray) siathluv lauwn usisiian (Ra-226)
digiau (Cs-137) .

1.2 Medium Dose Rate (MDR) dose rate atjlua 2.0-12.0 Gy dathiue ‘laud wsdgan (Cs-137)

1.3 High Dose Rate (HDR) dose rate unnn3n 12.0 Gy sathius laun ustauaas (Co-60) witaastiiay
(Ir-192)

2. 38n35auag brachytherapy wiivaaniiflu 3 38 wandas

2.1 Intracawtary brachytherapy Hunissanlausidin lUluTwsevasaimeiiiulsa Taeasusinddu

Aauunse Laun unsahnuagn unsoiayTnsoungn uzisozasnaan uz5andelnsoayn via

intraluminal brachytherapy dluns sanldusluvaaauiaviazasaimeiiiuise ldud ueiovaanaiwis
UIFINRDAAN ULLTIVIaUIE

2.2 Interstitial brachytherapy (flumsidaulsusiinllludaunsisolaanse léun uzissaasdasihn i
(u 3ud1hn) wsisadun ueisedangnuun uzidvihndasaaan uzisonsniln Msdauldusi 2 wuy
Aa wuudias (temporary) TaalvusagludaunzisoauldfFnasdindasnis udrdsiusaanain
Aaunzsy uazuuuas (permanent) agilous'litudauugisoauuwsaaradinue wsnldlunislowuuaiis
1eiwA 1aladu (I-125) nas(Au-198)

2.3 Molds (surface application) usaggnvunudinliaufiuasdauusse dua neddnaluyiuuan
[=4 a (%
L9 HINTI

fmsuinssaallus Tuafinusazgnldlunwsauiadasiia (applicator) 3un38n13837 preloading deuwne
uazyAaIng MAmdadladuaunnaannidieanse Johidanlsd 3841 il w.4.2493 i iaals
varavlianfignalrelusdinnig 1‘71mmzau@'auj‘/’laz"ldwjmuué’oLsalmﬁu'n after-loading doluszazusndold
wiaada 3an manual afterloading dvtiutnanantaavnislasuaduansiaannded Tuilayiuledinisweaiun

liadasiiadiaansafinfiatdmauanriassnegihe muaumsidusununsldusdrasiadandzdin
remote afterloading®

amauiifn1eildnduasus 2

Lﬁanouimu‘tuu%a‘lnéﬁnﬁauu 159 NLUUININA LL’ia”ﬁmmLﬁmao%\aﬁM‘%a dose rate gogaLLarazan

aaamonmsu (rapid fall off) ma'svr_l”momnusmnwumunamaoaaownwu (inverse square law: 1/r2)
iy Aszagvineannusiflugacivin mmmeaosoﬁavamaaﬁmwmnnguﬂ%msaﬁaoanmnmaﬂsan 9 w5

v o

Widaunziseiaglnddunsldsusidliunags Watalnfsaug 165usodusunasn’.8 brachytherapy 59
winnzlunsinEAaunsifeifuuiadn’®

n1s5nuneaa High dose rate brachytherapyl?
Usynavdradrusdedoil

1. w3 A4 lun1sl&us HDR lowa ustaasidian (Ir-192) usiauaad (Co-60) usiaasihaniinaauiitadey
Aa T1seRunuun waveulale 0.38 MeV (megavoltage) A specific activity (aauus959d)ge 370 GBq
(gigalbecquerel)vh‘lﬁl,ﬁmu,'iﬁ auaRAL§uNIuAuULgna9 0.6 fadwes 13 (active length) 3.5 Nadues
s lnuaas (Co 60) fidusuautnay Tuainingastvin muumsaoua (applicator) (sﬂ‘m 1) AldiAy
ustaasifanagfizuradnnii vinlvinslaus tuaieuieneg avmnuavammu ‘Immawwvamamms"lawnﬁ
interstitial implantation wag3% intraluminal brachytherapyilaqifuieias lausdiulnaidondnuiialdiu
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ustaasifianunnnin advlsAauusiaadifaniidaindada siaune Ara3etia (half life) tias 74 Ju vin
Tidavldaudiaustiaa nn 3-4 Hau

2. w3a9ldus (HDR unit) AlHluTsewenuasouatuadums da tasag micro-Selectron HDR Ir-192 (41
2) dsenausia drusrAgyavil

2.1 Radioactive source shield dyufiiiuinus taadifiay

2.2 Source position system seuuiAeidunisiadauiiauslulsiuniesnm Usenavdie
2.2.1 Drive mechanism

- Channel indexer motor vihmtinfindausldzasnivaanainiadasdedi 18 2av

- Source cable drive snawaliadvlaagafiviausianfinag Isvaziadaud 900-1500 fadwns

2.2.2 Transfer tube viasmnatviianiasadiadusduiasasiialudihe (31U 3)

2.3 szuuanulaaasie (safety system) ssuuasragauialiioaudaaadalunisinm

2.3.1 Check cable ip3avazavanaiatiia a5Ia8au wN1aa6L Avatadvia uazyatiianluasaslia nau
LBUNITINEN . | |

2.3.2 Interlock monitoring d1fin1sandu Aavazadvia WiajaLlian LaTavasliltauns N | .
2.3.3 Dummy source inusdtaasldasragausiuniinazine Taaasiagauaianiwianadisaindagiiani
& Wiausitaasli .

2.3.4 Back up battery szuu'lWasastunsainiszuulwidrnanvineuli'le

2.4 szuuanidu (emergency system) léiua ssuu manual retraction mechanism Mimadausndugaiu
shielding nsdifita3asliausafividausnduaulng

3. AaNTIeaLKNUNITTNE (Treatment planning computer) (517 4)

4, Lﬂsaomnﬂums"ldus (remote control unlt) (s‘ﬂm 5) mmmaﬂuanmasnmwﬂamﬂumumnﬂumsm
uradazasldus wiu te/dan3ag nMsiaRaufiuadinus .

5. Yiaesnw (treatment room) usiaeAldlunisinm wileviasaunsailasAusedvinannaiiviun 5-7
LUALNAT WIaaAvinNNAaUNIAKUT 35-50 LuURLUAT

diunauuasn1sldus HDR1O

ﬁymaumﬁ’ama”a‘ldm‘%aaﬁa‘tuvgﬂm Aa MsanagausunlLATaLlia wazdausnaasdranInianaisd
(a1 TE U1 NIULKNUNTATLNAUDITIRTABAILAANNILADT MILKNY LRZITNNTTATALLATAIAIL
AN TALIITAILANAITINI LR WiaUsAITEUL remote control Taudiaus taasifian InuLia 1
Win dotieagnlaraanaiada (drive cable)azgnvinli tadauldatlusdunusineluviauasinsasiia
Taaldnandiaslifiund sunisuasidaus (dwell position) §i 48 siunis usazsunisvinedu (step
length) 2.5 w3a 5.0 fiaduas nadausatlunsaystwug (dwell position) agluaie 0-999.99 Funii
witaasiiaugnamuan Wndauiansiwnionieludnsruniedaliiiluseasq (single stepping source)
Tudnsraislyl mwuﬂmﬂ"lmamtwm funavIuT ‘Viao:nnLmusaﬂ"lumwuousnmnL’Jmmmvmm"h
Lsm‘usaﬂu,mnaumaau“lﬂaﬂm finunuvausall auasunaeNTILKYYS Taafianuwiub1uans
\Adau +/- 1 fadwes muuanezay dwell time Tuwsias dwell position vinliwlanisnssanasodlu
SNHAULALANFAIIAY F13150LHUNITATEANSIE I ATaLARNLEMT AgFnEnlusIwrLseg Ldadng
viune&u (optimization)

598179 ven (radiobiology) 2asn151gus HDR 11-14

Tae ldudnnisnenfenisanessduasnsiadus fa vinaaaaduzsoliinnigalaadnnisunatiusa
Wafialnftiaanga nsinrdvsavafivionaniinduuzisouaziiatiialnfiana nnn1s@nInig
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#Anenwuii dose rate(das159R) Luiladn 51'1ﬂmﬂaawuomuNamammanauawaomaau 159 UaY
iadUnfisasadfalunsdlil dose rate i nmmsﬁaa"m%’n%’oﬁ (exposure time) avununaildlunis
atauuan (1ae ¥l half-time for repair Useana 1 ?;‘fﬂm) mmjaauum uaziadilnfiaziilanddan
waiAaMLEavnafialaisuunse (sublethal damage) léanndiu uslunseii dose rate g9 L& Aizad 16
sussdduninnaiildlunisdanuauadd filamadauuaulaiiasag ’imﬂLawwuamaﬂoma@ﬂnmu“l@su
1adY uaziianadinadagsyasan (late complication) anndiu tTumeiljififianansaaanariiinduiiiaiia
UnfdenalaTaanis uusnaaalisvdidunaranse (fractionation) wazani3una 59&6ansv (dose per

fraction) Wiasjluseduivunza
dalailsaunanidmuldauuasnisidus HDR 56,1516

A151&us HDR fidaléiBauuazdamiBaudiaiiay Aun1sldus MDR way LDR @otfludgilsdlun1ssnsun
U &V Tuma15191M 1

a15197 1 faldulsaunazdadalsauaasn1sldus HDR

da'laaauaas HDR daidenaauuas HDR
- uslaasidandiAa3ediia (half life) e
74 u dasl8su iaus 3-4 afusail

- fiagnsnsmuANAsAIWIIAduLiiadan
tAsaviiafimnududiau

1.u3 - us HDR fifn dose rate g9 szuznmm'sl%‘ﬂmév’u(za i Ge 30 ui) Wla

vAnuAuus MDR uay LDR ifiszaziian 1-20 911u9 uay 30-70 6 Tue anuaiduy

2.\@3avdia .

- wsdidn specific activity Qovij‘lv”iLﬁmLl,s'uazm‘%aoﬁaﬁwmmﬁﬂ 18 Tuadengsingg

Tagzainuazdnadiu #1UNTaLRENNTANENFRL

3.mM9uNuMsie 5

- fimsaszanadvRwiudniiiasannssazainsinmau Tanafie

AsARNALARauTAYILLILATaYiatiay, falnsaliaiadasiia

iaeidui (applicator fixation) wagauisadsunisnszanasvd

W RNZRUAUIN M AL ADINLFIAILADNRILADSINIUHY

4.n7195n 3

- tavaassaznansinmuvinlidneuwuugibhevan’le, Snen

vgﬁm"l,ﬁumusmm'a‘iu, Lﬁummazmn‘lﬁﬁu@ﬂm, AAAINY o o

A3EA ANUANA Lazaalandinnnsunsndau dutiaain scheme wsainaliafi
Hunnasgu

asuauflunanuvaiaduelaaanizadrofs Tugihage ate vy mmsﬂm

189, pulmonary emboli )

5. unwnd yaains .

- yaans LR avsaduasaaNnFIRLdasnAILANNITYINGIU

1me s¥uy remote control ‘

- Lidnfudasfinennaguatiufivdw wfiaulunsdlvild LDR

avihadasuaululsowenuna

- AMTINUHUAITTAEHAINITANINALLBLAFY
tfiavanndl dose rate

9 dfianuRanaialun1sine LAANA
A9LAEITULTI

- flaqfunsinende’lhifi dose-fractionation

..... winaaasfy

- davandaymannsniiaanui anudiuigy
Taeanwy iy Uni&nd

- qumsvmumuwmu Pnfland yaains i

mmmao maamnmaa‘la
LLS‘VI&']EIW&'\‘]

A5 T Tun19snn

AndalaFauluaiucaieg uavn1staws HDR ﬁw‘lﬁmﬁnmﬁm‘i%ﬁ" sTdatruwsnaia A1stdws HDR
ny

fununlunisine Tsangidanatasinnie laua uziseiln uagn siflayTwsounan uzisellan uzise
NADADIUNT

uzisvihnuagn

AsFnENgisvihnuagasan1stauswuy intracavitary low dose rate (LDR) finnunuunazuanissneiu
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Asaufuin mﬂammstﬁmﬁwaoim (local recurrence) wialduwssinAun1sanasod wein1518us LDR Afidia
AeAa yaa1nsiavsa AT LAUaUaTaNNIRTALATI N5TAETELIRIUIUY LKLY LATaYiaARA
wdauldineuardasuaulsonenunal’18 95 mewaunnisus HDR defidalsubay Aa szazains
Snedu Snwudludiheuan’ld uaainslidassansldsuduasa nRTaans iesasiafivuadn
snsaldavnisaenaihauegnananuiiuihauasgiba uan1sldus HDR fida drdn Aa Haqifudelifida
srdlutasiBnase’ Snuasvlunista (fraction) NMuunsau fiauuansAulunsazaaidu tau
Funasvduasn1slaus HDR atluaiv 3-10 Gy sam3y 7 point A (aaa1vaslunisaiuiadiunasig)
1w 2-13 a%9 1-3 afsaddad uluailiBuaie’lugiv 6-8 Gy sansy A1 4-6 A5912 anans
Anw1348 119 non-randomized, randomized, metaanalysis VL‘]EEI‘]JLﬁEIfI.Iﬂ’]’ﬂE\iLLS' LDR wag HDR WuUINNA
n1s3nTudnu local control, survival rate, morbidity aavivagasiaiialnatAagiu waguIInIs@EAINL

F1n15laus HDR § morbidity sia rectum sinndnn1slaus LDR20-24
uziSotfiayTnsIuaan

aslaus intracavitary HDR funumlunis¥nsusnse ayinsouagn lud angifinnudasgesanis
vAa2inu3ta vaginal cuff ndvnsuida TAH-BSO (Total Abdominal Hysterectomy and Bilateral
Salpingo-Oophorectomy) tzfu deep myometrial invasion, high grade, high stage, cervical #3a
extrauterine spread, squamous cell 3a papillary histology a1y MihaagTugniwluimunsdunisen
@@ (inoperable primary endometrial carcinoma) taugihaaiunnniainiigisaiila lwnIu ANuGY
Tafiagoiiniuaula'lé2>26 Tunsel vaginal cuff irradiation Banafeduasnsladus HDR uane1eiu ag
Tuatv 4.5-16 Gy danrdy Taadwiaiunasednssas 0.5 iufwes ivainAiuagiasasiia (vaginal
cylinder surface) I1uiu 2-7 @59 usazasvrinvdu 1-2 §da1vi nan1sinwn 5 year survival rate waneng
fudous sauag 72-97 dufu stage, grade, depth of myometrial invasion?” asil inoperable |
endometrial carcinoma d3unaiudaciluaiv 5-12 Gy san3s 311U 4-6 A59 WAN1TINT &§1dussasii 1

f1 5 year survival rate 5aaag 70-80 28
usisvilaa

Uszanauniiolusnuzasiheauzsetanufia non-small cell (NSCLC) anédraszazanatn'liaunsas16in e
(locally advance, unresectable)?® n151dus (endobronchial brachy-therapy) Tuug uSenfiafifiunuinndn
Lwamﬂma'ln'ﬁ’luswﬂuanmu seay I1IB,IV WiaunsefitAnduden1sanasod uavaraldus (boost) 97u
AuUN15ANLIIR Lwamowamﬂwwc-ﬂuwﬂaﬂmosm n1sl&us intraluminal HDR fudgAazaindugiihedias
:nﬂ'suﬂvnmmssnwjé’u@ﬂm"l,umaomumams 1dn3asfiatiunaiuiuzo WBunasedlunislaus HDR atj
Turhe 4-15 Gy fam3s AwulFnasednseay 0.5-2 wudies vivaauiaus (source axis) &auluajld
seay 1 taufnns uu 1-5 a9 ueagaseriedu 1 §dek nan1ssne annsavuzasnalagaIiuny
clinical improvement 5aaay 50-100 wag bronchoscopy response 3agaay 59 -1003! Gufimnuunnsnefu
mmuaomnmwmmnma ludneazaadnzisouazgihe MBanased Suiuafolunislduazunaantuli
3801551 Ausinda wiu laser Sisnaeuiiiily prospective randomized study AnmiA1sanasvisIudu
nslaus (boost) uliausudunsanaisfiiiavadinosiantunzisoilan Wmmm'sammmvlm ilagann
TsaanatuanIsiinnn Taaanasedusina 60 Gy 1dus 4.8 Gy sanss U 2 A9 1 &levi Aauuay 3
eyl ndeana39dasy wuinnauilawssingasi local control rate g9tiu (p=0.052) ust median

survival time ‘Liwansvduda 27 uag 28 Flavi anuadus?
UzI59uAAMNANUNS

uzisaniaanamsfinswennsallsaludiiiasanngihea &Huluaiuidiaisaszazanainunn wan1sinmn

Lidliinagldiale (5 year survival rate Uszanasaaaz® ) a1slaus Intraluminal HDR &uluginiona
Lwan'ssl,mmmsmama vl local control rate wialausHudunisaiasod Wil aruluajaglute
5-15 Gy fanse FAwaBunasidsas 1 wufiwes vineanauiaus 31uu 1-4 a5 wiazaovinedu 1
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§1la11433:34 3 retrospective study wuinn1slaus (boost) aaendin survival rate, local control rate,

swallowing ability3> weisne9u wae Hishikawa wazagie wuin Lﬁ'amﬂ’sfaﬁ 50 Gy 5ufun1s 1&us 12 Gy
Tu 2 @59 auAuN1sana39d 50 Gy tiavatLfed AsFnIausnagtinu 2 year local control rate ws

survival rate %aifiziu3® dayﬁnswmuuﬁ\nﬂumsﬁﬂm randomized study 1aanduusnineaianislaus
e 12 Gy wiivli 2 a3 saudunsanaded 35 Gy wiauduanngu niledieldn1sanadold 55 Gy wuiig
1hanlafunstaussusriainan1ssnIanIn

AsANEIRLAENaLNILAL Aa ainsndualunAniaiag saaay 70.6 uay 37.5 local control rate asas
70.6 uag 25 uay 1 year acturial survival rate 5aaag 78 uay 47 aua16u37 uanannuzisenna1idiiesiu
nslaws HDR dediununnlunis

Sneuzisednuvarauiialiun uzsuasszun 1 Aa ayn uzieinuy uzisedangnnann ussa &g
shruiana uzisesuag uziseviaung uiseluian

sigul

As¥nmndunfiiesvdatdadaduilaidansiseufindns5edge (high dose rate
brachytherapy)ilu3snas

£amN1le5u msvinivludiunaauiiGaasuiaus indasiia imafinn1sinun atinvunnuaziiza
Tal5aunin mssnumu*u LDR brachytherapy d9latun1s$nmunviuvaialsznsinaianis
atinvivanuazalInduilasunann szaznainisinmndunaziamuuugihauanls detiuilu
ANuANMuTNMIIMATUTatiausIdSnuaazae) finfiviidanlsasrulinfailagiiuni1ssnun
a2el HDR brachy-therapy £iv'1iii dose-fractionation scheme ﬁmmzauga: ilunnasgruilas
Nnuargaaniiviiauuanc1viuaiu imailan1sinen suiaied anuuaisaasnisla nisiaan
Wiha A1ss1avuna sudvasdnnludneaie controlled clinical trials iviianAa nNsTdus
HDR avanilusiaviinis EIman"’ﬁs.lu‘/TiuLﬁummj"lﬂﬁums%nu'lﬁﬂmsmuquﬂmmwmaam’%aoﬁa
dviianudfusiauatinvainaua AN91IUHUTS . 3 .
AauazidaagesINvaavandaunntduasiinldndnfinnud v iaaaniziviltiialinnsdnun
Tsauz5eil

scansangda

lan&15a19av
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